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Research Opportunities:

Fort Benning EMD-CB held a “Forest Decline” workshop on 24&25 February.  Attendees included representatives from Fort Benning, TNC, USFWS, USFS, CERL and others. For many years now, the EMD folks have noted disease and senescence in the loblolly and short-leaf pines.  This seems to have accelerated through the drought years and continues to become more severe.  Forest pathologist from LSU and USFS are conducting a study of the problem and their preliminary results found widespread infection by the blue-stain fungus Leptographium procreum.  The risk factors associated with this are southern slopes and land management practices.  Fort Benning will be seeking help with this major issue.

The DMPRC construction will represent a landscape scale disturbance that offers an excellent opportunity for SEMP to showcase our techniques and expertise.  I have prepared a draft proposal that catalogs the SEMP research in the construction footprint, how SEMP research can be adapted to better take advantage of this disturbance and proposed additional research to support this effort.  Please make sure that your participation in this project is accurately described in the proposal.
Research Activities:
John Arnett has moved (sort of) to Fort Benning to conduct his bird survey for UFLG.  The SREL field effort is at a minimum while they work to get caught up on sample processing. Much of their work is aimed at staying ahead of the LMB prescribed burning effort.  Kathryn Madden (SREL2) was onsite to collect soil samples for the Sand Hill/TES project.  ORNL3 is at Fort Benning several days each week for Pat Mulholland’s riparian restoration project.

The Institute for Bird Populations’ Monitoring Avian Winter Survivorship project has moved to Columbus to operate mist nets and band birds at 6 sites on Fort Benning through next March and for the next four years. This is not a SEMP or SERDP project, but for the benefit of the Fort Benning personnel, I have reported their field effort in the table below as “BirdPop”.

Notes:

1st Division Road will be permanently closed between Hourglass Road and Rowan Hill.  When you get to Hourglass turn right and go down to the “triangle” and turn left, then left again onto Buffalo Road.  Buffalo Road takes you to Rowan Hill.

The Access Control Point (ACP or Checkpoint) on I-185 is closed until late next summer.  This affects approximately 11,000 vehicles each day and, predictably, has caused major problems with access to the installation.  I-185 is backed up by 0730 where it has been reduced to one lane to force everyone to exit at Victory Drive (280). If you are headed to the SEMP office, take Exit 1B and go up Victory to Fort Benning Blvd.  If you are going to the training area, we will try to set things up so that you can take Exit 1A and Hwy 280 to the 1st Division ACP.  Those coming in from Alabama should use the Eddy Bridge ACP near the airfield.  

In the afternoon the situation is worse - from the SEMP office it is quicker to drive out to 1st Division than to exit at Custer or Fort Benning Blvd.  There is a new checkpoint on the NRMB side of 280 at 1st Division.  If you are trying to exit at 1st Division and take 280 toward Columbus, you turn left prior to the ACP and overpass the highway as if you were going to NRMB.  Take the first right to the new ACP – you can no longer go this way to get to the backside of NRMB or the WES trailer.

Scheduling:
All requests for access in April are overdue.  Call me if you submitted a request for March and have not received schedule verification from me. 
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	Summary of Field Activity at Fort Benning



	Project
	Start date
	Duration

(Days)
	Contact
	Event

	SREL
	02/02

02/10
	5

4
	Lisa Duncan
	Decomposition packs, litter/seed traps, iButtons, Bulk density, Soil moisture, Increment bore, Lysimeters

	SREL2
	02/02
	7
	Kathryn Madden
	soil

	BirdPoP
	02/01
	29
	Denise Jones
	Mist net/banding

	UFLG
	02/01
	26
	John Arnet
	Bird Survey

	ORNL3
	02/06

02/11

02/25

02/27

02/11

02/23
	2

2

1

1

3

3


	Richard Mitchell

Pat Mulholland

Dan Gorham
	Crustaceans

Strom water


	SEMP Vehicle Usage at Fort Benning



	Vehicle
	# Days
	# Miles
	Used By

	Ford Expedition
	5
	338
	ORNL3, HSC

	Chevy Pickup
	3
	277
	HSC
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	SEMP Field Effort 



	Project Id
	Projected Use  (days)
	Scheduled Use (days)
	Actual Use (days)
	Scheduled Compartment-Days

Number      Co-Use    Canceled 

	ECMI
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	UFLG
	25
	27
	26
	93
	4
	1

	CERL
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	ORNL1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	ORNL2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	SREL
	10
	9
	9
	20
	4
	0

	ORNL3
	10
	18
	13
	83
	22
	28

	SREL2
	0
	7
	7
	11
	0
	0

	BirdPop
	0
	25
	23
	42
	0
	2

	TOTAL
	48
	86
	78
	249
	30
	31


