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Research Activities:

John Arnett (UFLG) continues site selection for his spring bird survey. He will be looking at species occurrence in the effect of thinning and understory reduction in pine stands on the avian community.  Noel Cawley and Shirish Bhat also represented the UF effort at Fort Benning this month.

Paula Kahn and Jonathon Pitchford (Gopher2) have trapped most of the tortoises from the DMPRC site in D-02 and D-14 and they have attached radio transmitters to the animals that will be part of the burrow collapse study in D-12 and K-20.  Pat Mulholland, Dan Gorham and Richard Mitchell all conducted fieldwork for Pat's riparian project (ORNL3)

The SREL folks have nearly completed their summer field effort. Kathryn Madden (SREL2) moved in with a large crew for three weeks to collect data for the Sandhill/TES project (SREL2).  David Leese and Charles Hahn (ECMI) spent a week at Fort Benning repairing water monitoring equipment and conducting preliminary selection of stream sites on the Upatoi to support the Environmental Response and Security Protection (ERASP) project’s Geospatial Risk Assessment Modeling System (GeoRAMS), a new ERDC modeling initiative.
Notes:

The 3rd Brigade, 3rd ID has returned from deployment to Iraq.  Normal mechanized training should resume by September.  Please give some thought to the dangers and hardships that they faced on our behalf, and the importance of the training that they received at Fort Benning.

The Digital Multi Purpose Range Complex (DMPRC) is a large construction project that will affect the Sally and Bonham watersheds.  Preliminary activities, such as UXO and TES surveys are commencing now, with timber harvests set to begin as soon as the NEPA Record of Decision is signed, currently planned for August ’04. As of the end of July, the Directorate of Operations and training has block-scheduled compartments: J-06&07; D-01,02,03,12,13&14; L-03&4; and K-23.  If you plan to access any of these compartments, be aware that co-use with DOT is required.  This will not be a problem if you submit your requests on time.

Scheduling:
Range Division provides safety briefings on every other Tuesday at 0900.  If you have crewmembers that have not received safety briefings, let me know and we will set them up.  All requests for access in September are overdue.  Call me if you submitted a request for August and have not received schedule verification from me. 

In order to avoid some of the problems we had this summer with vehicles and radios, the HSC is modifying the scheduling process for FY04.  Most of the requests for September successfully used the new form.  A complete description of the new procedures is forthcoming.
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	Summary of Field Activity at Fort Benning



	Project
	Start date
	Duration

(days)
	Contact
	Event

	SREL
	07/01

07/07

07/14

07/21

07/28
	3

5

5

5

4
	Lisa Duncan
	Decomposition packs, litter/seed traps, iButtons, Bulk density, Soil moisture, Increment bore, Lysimeters

	SREL2
	07/14
	18
	Kathryn Madden
	Soil and canopy measurements

	Gopher2
	07/01
	31
	Paula Kahn


	Gopher pen construction,

trapping

	UFLG
	07/21

07/14

07/28


	3

12

3


	Shirish Bhat

John Arnett

Noel Cawley
	Throughfall, Steam and Vadose water 

Bird survey

Soil Chemistry

	ORNL1
	07/08

07/28


	2

4


	Pat Mulholland

Jeff Houser


	Storm Water 



	ORNL3
	07/07

07/14

07/21

07/28

07/01

07/08

07/14

07/31


	1

1

1

1

2

1

2

1
	Dan Gorham

Richard Mitchell


	Riparian vegetation and soils

Crustacean survey




	SEMP Vehicle Usage at Fort Benning



	Vehicle
	# Days
	# Miles
	Used By

	Ford Expedition
	12
	817
	HSC, SREL, ORNL3

	Chevy Pickup
	19
	991
	HSC, Gopher2
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	SEMP Field Effort 



	Project Id
	Projected Use  (days)
	Scheduled Use (days)
	Actual Use (days)
	Scheduled Compartment-Days

Number      Co-Use    Canceled 

	ECMI
	2
	6
	6
	0
	0
	0

	UFLG
	6
	19
	18
	71
	4
	1

	CERL
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	ORNL
	1
	8
	6
	35
	7
	6

	ORNL2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	SREL
	18
	22
	21
	45
	9
	2

	ORNL3
	20
	13
	10
	63
	3
	3

	SREL2
	10
	18
	17
	30
	0
	1

	TOTAL
	57
	86
	78
	244
	23
	14


