SEMP Host Site Coordinator Report



       
June, 2003

Research Activities:

John Arnett  has commenced a bird survey for UFLG. He will looking at species occurrence in the chronosequence created by thinning and understory reduction in pine stands.  Joe Prenger and Shirish Bhat also represented the UF effort at Fort Benning this month.

Paula Kahn and Jonathon Pitchford (Gopher2) have completed construction of the temporary pens that will be used in their investigation into stress effects on gopher tortoises related to training and relocation.  Trapping has commenced to establish baseline health and to attach transmitters.

Pat Mulholland , Dan Gorham, Richard Mitchell and Stephanie Miller all conducted fieldwork for Pat's riparian project (ORNL3).  Virginia Dale (ORNL1) and Chuck Garten (ORNL2) brought teams down to examine the aftermath of the Kilo Eleven disturbance. 

The SREL crew has now expanded to full mob status for their summer field effort. Kathryn Madden (SREL2) made several trips to collect data for the Sandhill/TES project (SREL2). 

Notes:

The success of our troops in Iraq  and the safe return of deployed soldiers to Fort Benning means that training activities will pick up this summer.  The Rangers have scheduled their bilateral exercises for August 11-31.  This will close off the Kilos and Delta north of the "cannons", including part of Delta 13. 

The vehicle situation will be tight well into fall.  If you cancel a field day at the last minute, be sure to immediately advise the HSC so the vehicle can be used by another crew.

Scheduling:
Safety briefings are provided by Range Division on every other Tuesday at 0900.  If you have crew members that have not received safety briefings, let me know and we will set them up.  All requests for access in August are overdue.  Call me if you submitted a request for July and have not received schedule verification from me. 

In order to avoid some of the problems we had this summer with vehicles and radios, the HSC is modifying the scheduling process for FY04.  You will be asked to submit a form for scheduling requests and the form that you get back will have a different appearance from those of past years. I'll send out a new description of the scheduling process in July for your October access requests.
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	Summary of Field Activity at Fort Benning



	Project
	Start date
	Duration

(days)
	Contact
	Event

	SREL
	06/02

06/09

06/16

06/23

06/30
	5

5

5

5

1
	Lisa Duncan
	Decomposition packs, litter/seed traps, iButtons, Bulk density, Soil moisture, Increment bore, Lysimeters

	SREL2
	06/13

06/20
	3

2
	Kathryn Madden
	Soil and canopy measurements

	Gopher2
	06/01
	30
	Paula Kahn


	Gopher pen construction,

trapping

	UFLG
	06/17

06/23

06/03

06/17

06/24
	2

2

4

4

4
	Shirish Bhat

Joe Prenger

John Arnett
	Throughfall, Steam and Vadose water Soil Chemistry

Bird survey

	ORNL1
	06/03

06/18


	1

3


	Pat Mulholland

Virginia Dale


	Storm Water 

Kilo Eleven vegetation



	ORNL2
	06/18
	3
	Chuck Garten
	Kilo Eleven soils

	ORNL3
	06/09

06/16

06/23

06/30

06/05

06/16

06/22


	1

1

1

1

1

1

2
	Dan Gorham

Richard Mitchell

Stephanie Miller


	Riparian vegetation and soils

Crustacean survey

Periphyton




	SEMP Vehicle Usage at Fort Benning



	Vehicle
	# Days
	# Miles
	Used By

	Ford Expedition
	28
	941
	Gopher2, SREL, ORNL1

	Chevy Pickup
	7
	1008
	HSC,SREL,Gopher2
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	SEMP Field Effort 



	Project Id
	Projected Use  (days)
	Scheduled Use (days)
	Actual Use (days)
	Scheduled Compartment-Days

Number      Co-Use    Canceled 

	ECMI
	10
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	UFLG
	8
	17
	16
	71
	4
	1

	CERL
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	ORNL
	2
	7
	4
	7
	2
	0

	ORNL2
	0
	4
	3
	4
	0
	1

	SREL
	18
	21
	21
	72
	11
	0

	ORNL3
	17
	11
	11
	46
	4
	3

	SREL2
	10
	5
	4
	37
	0
	4

	TOTAL
	65
	65
	59
	237
	21
	9


