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Research Activities:

October brings with it the end of the summer field season and the shift to analysis and reporting of results.  SREL has cut back on their field effort and is busy processing the litter and decomposition samples that they collected this summer.  Tony Krzysik and John Zak finished the CERL team sampling in support of the integration effort. UFLG teams lead by Shirish Bhat and Noel Cawley tied up some loose ends. 

Mark Farr sent a team over from Vicksburg to conduct this seasons RBP survey of Fort Benning streams.  Pat Mullholland’s ORNL3 group was onsite for two weeks in order to complete the stream restoration portion of the Riparian study. 

Paula Kahn and Jonathon Pitchford wrapped up the gopher tortoise relocation and burrow collapse study.  For those of use who were worried, all but one of the tortoises dug themselves out quickly.  The remaining tortoise was in good health after being extricated from his burrow.  Paula ends her field season with over 300 blood samples to analyze.  

A new project at Fort Benning is a Department of Defense (Legacy) study of sparrows on military installations.  This study is part of DoD’s “Partners in Flight” (PIF) program and is being conducted by the Institute for Bird Populations.  The field crew has moved to Columbus to operate mist nets and band birds at 6 sites on Fort Benning through next March and for the next four years. This is not a SEMP or SERDP project, but the HSC is providing orientation and advice at the behest of the installation.

RCM:

The 2003 SEMP Research Coordination Meeting was held on October 7, followed by the fall Technical Advisory Committee meeting.  I would like to thank all of those who gave presentations at the RCM – they were of outstanding quality and very informative. 

Notes:
3rd Brigade 3 Infantry Division has resumed training and has scheduled the entire training area for all of November.  In the week before Thanksgiving, they will conduct “Hammer Focus”.  During Hammer Focus, travel down Underwood Road or in the area of Bush Hill is not recommended due to the large number of tracked vehicles. They will also be using numerous firing points for the “Paladin” 155mm howitzer.  When these big guns are firing, the troops are supposed to secure an area 1000 m in front of the tube, 750 m to the side and 500 m behind the vehicle.  The HSC will warn you if you will be working in the vicinity of Paladin but you should anticipate delays or re-routes if you have to work around these firing points.

Hunting season opened on the 18th of October and will run well into spring (turkey season).  When the HSC schedules a compartment, it is closed to hunters, however, there is always the possibility that hunters will not follow the installation’s rules and they can easily end up in the wrong compartment.  Blaze-orange vests are available from any of the “marts” for a very modest cost – what value do you put on your life?

Scheduling:
All requests for access in December are overdue.  Call me if you submitted a request for November and have not received schedule verification from me. 
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	Summary of Field Activity at Fort Benning



	Project
	Start date
	Duration

(Days)
	Contact
	Event

	SREL
	10/13

10/20


	5

2


	Lisa Duncan
	Decomposition packs, litter/seed traps, iButtons, Bulk density, Soil moisture, Increment bore, Lysimeters

	CERL
	10/09
	3
	Tony Krzysik
	Integration

	ECMI
	10/29
	2
	Mark Farr
	RBP

	UFLG
	10/01

10/20


	2

3


	Noel Cawley

Shirish Bhat


	Soil chronosequence

Hydrology

	ORNL3
	10/14

10/21

10/28

10/04

10/12

10/13

10/27
	1

1

1

1

1

5

3
	Dan Gorham

Richard Mitchell

Stephanie Miller 

Pat Mulholland
	Riparian vegetation and soils

Crustaceans

Diatoms 

Riparian restoration




	SEMP Vehicle Usage at Fort Benning



	Vehicle
	# Days
	# Miles
	Used By

	Ford Expedition
	8
	476
	HSC, CERL, ORNL3

	Chevy Pickup
	16
	800
	HSC, ORNL3, Gopher2
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	SEMP Field Effort 



	Project Id
	Projected Use  (days)
	Scheduled Use (days)
	Actual Use (days)
	Scheduled Compartment-Days

Number      Co-Use    Canceled 

	ECMI
	2
	2
	2
	0
	0
	0

	UFLG
	3
	5
	5
	18
	4
	1

	CERL
	3
	3
	3
	31
	14
	0

	ORNL1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	ORNL2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	SREL
	5
	7
	7
	12
	4
	0

	ORNL3
	18
	14
	12
	65
	21
	3

	SREL2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	TOTAL
	32
	31
	29
	115
	43
	4


