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Research Activities:

Fall is upon us and much of the sampling activity is coming to an end.  Shirish Bhat is wrapping up the hydrology part of the UFLG effort and will come back in October to retrieve his equipment.  Joe Prenger and Noel Cawley are putting the finishing touches on the UFLG soil studies. The SREL folks (both SREL and SREL2) are finishing the miscellaneous tasks left over from their summer data collection.

Paula Kahn and Jonathon Pitchford (Gopher2) have had a busy month.  They have relocated 50 Gopher tortoises, collected 350 blood samples and collapsed 20 burrows with an armored personnel carrier and a logging skidder.  Dan Gorham, Stephanie Miller and Richard Mitchell all conducted fieldwork for Pat's riparian project (ORNL3).  Virginia Dale, Dan Druckenbrod and Jennifer Ayers (ORNL1) completed an extensive vegetation survey at the Kilo Eleven Experimental Disturbance site.

David Leese and Charles Hahn (ECMI) came over from Vicksburg to record channel morphometry at numerous locations along the Upatoi.  This work was for an ERDC project entitled:”Environmental Response and Security Protection (ERASP)

Geospatial Risk Assessment Modeling System (GeoRAMS) Assessment of Sub-Chronic Health Risks Resulting from Release of Hazardous and Toxic Substances”.   
Notes:

Many of the SEMP investigators met in Gainesville to discuss research integration and other project business.  The meeting was quite productive and I hope that most of the research personnel will be able to attend our Research Coordination Meeting at Fort Benning on October 7-9. 
Hunting season is here.  Archery season for deer and dove season opened on Sept 13; Black powder for deer opens on Oct 11 and deer season proper on Oct 18.   Hunters are already in the field scouting and preparing their blinds and they can now hunt small game and pigs.  When the HSC schedules a compartment, it is closed to hunters, however, there is always the possibility that hunters will not follow the installation’s rules or open season dates and they can easily end up in the wrong compartment.  Blaze-orange vests are available from any of the “marts” for a very modest cost – what value do you put on your life?

Scheduling:
Range Division provides safety briefings on every other Tuesday at 0900.  If you have crewmembers that have not received safety briefings, let me know and we will set them up.  All requests for access in November are overdue.  Call me if you submitted a request for October and have not received schedule verification from me. 

3rd Brigade 3 Infantry Division has resumed training with a vengeance!  They have block- scheduled most of the main training area for the entire month of November.  For the most part, we will be able to work with them, however, if they conduct a brigade-size armor exercise it would be too dangerous for us to drive down some of the roads.  Since only a couple of SEMP teams have submitted access requests for November, this should not be an issue.
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	Summary of Field Activity at Fort Benning



	Project
	Start date
	Duration

(Days)
	Contact
	Event

	SREL
	09/05

09/08

09/15

09/22
	1

5

5

4
	Lisa Duncan
	Decomposition packs, litter/seed traps, iButtons, Bulk density, Soil moisture, Increment bore, Lysimeters

	SREL2
	09/19
	3
	Kathryn Madden
	Canopy Cover

	ECMI
	09/18
	5
	David Leese
	Upatoi Profile

	Gopher2
	09/01
	30
	Paula Kahn


	Gopher study

	UFLG
	09/23

09/29


	1

2


	Shirish Bhat

Joe Prenger


	Throughfall, Steam and Vadose water 

Soil Survey



	ORNL1
	09/16


	9


	Virginia Dale


	K-11 Vegetation Survey 



	ORNL3
	09/15

09/22

09/29

09/02

09/09

09/20
	1

1

1

1

2

2
	Dan Gorham

Richard Mitchell

Stephanie Miller 
	Riparian vegetation and soils

Crustaceans

Diatoms 




	SEMP Vehicle Usage at Fort Benning



	Vehicle
	# Days
	# Miles
	Used By

	Ford Expedition
	16
	1362
	HSC, Gopher2, ORNL3

	Chevy Pickup
	29
	800
	ORNL3, Gopher2
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	SEMP Field Effort 



	Project Id
	Projected Use  (days)
	Scheduled Use (days)
	Actual Use (days)
	Scheduled Compartment-Days

Number      Co-Use    Canceled 

	ECMI
	2
	6
	5
	14
	0
	0

	UFLG
	0
	6
	5
	33
	16
	6

	CERL
	0
	6
	0
	36
	12
	36

	ORNL1
	3
	11
	9
	11
	0
	2

	ORNL2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	SREL
	15
	15
	15
	32
	3
	0

	ORNL3
	26
	10
	8
	43
	17
	7

	SREL2
	10
	3
	3
	12
	2
	0

	TOTAL
	56
	57
	45
	181
	50
	51


