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 Research Activities:

David Leese and Chuck Hahn (ECMI) are somehow using a combination of lasers and ATV's to measure erosion at their permanent sites in the training area.  They also conduct maintenance on the met and water stations as well as download the water table depth from their monitoring wells.  Guadalupe Cavalcanti (ORNL3) is collecting root screens that were installed in February as part of the Pat Mulholland's Riparian project. This project has also began studies N-mineralization in addition to their erosion/deposition work.

Pat Mulholland and Jeff Houser have been collecting samples from their ISCO storm water sampling devices. Shirish Bhat, Lewis Bryant and Dwight Dindial are on-base every other week for Jennifers Jacobs' hydrological model project (UFLG). Richard Mitchell is looking at crustaceans for the ORNL1 project.  SREL is adding root decomposition and bird surveys to their long list of studies. 

Chuck Garten and Tom Ashwood (ORNL2) collected soil samples in longleaf plantations of various age and soil classes.  CERL has move in for a month.  Michelle Brown, Michelle Nilson and Michelle Hobig , with help from Carl Freeman and Jeff Duda, are collecting data measuring plant stress-induced asymmetry.
Coordination:

The HSC presented the SEMP poster at an EMD-sponsored Earth Day Fair.  Explaining SEMP to 4th graders was a new challenge - you get < 5 seconds of attention span.  It didn't help that Conservation Branch had live snakes and dead things on display.  Dr. Art Cohen , a University of South Carolina Palynologist,  was onsite to drum up support for an EMD-Cultural Resources Branch effort to determine the historic vegetation, climate and fire frequency .  This project is being proposed by  Dr. Thomas Foster, an ORNL1 alumni.

Scheduling:

All requests for June are now overdue.  A new type of activity by the Rangers will periodically close India, Golf, Hotel and part of Foxtrot.
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Summary of Field Activity at Fort Benning



Project
Start date
Duration

(days)
Contact
Event

SREL
04/01

04/08

04/15

04/22

04/29
5

5

5

5

2
Lisa Duncan
Decomposition packs, litter/seed traps, iButtons, vegetation survey

Root/Shoot Ratio, Soil moisture, Set plots on fire



UFLG
04/12

04/29
2

2
Shirish Bhat


Throughfall experiment



ECMI
04/02
11
David Leese
Erosion study

CERL
04/26
5
Tony Krzysik
Plant morphometry 

ORNL1
04/08

04/08

04/22

4/29
5

4

1

1
Kelly Maloney

Pat Mulholland

Richard Mitchell

Jeff Houser
Coarse Woody Debris

Stormwater chemistry

Crustaceans

Stormwater chemistry

ORNL2
04/29
1
Tom Ashwood
Soil Chemistry

ORNL3
04/02

04/09

04/16

04/23
1

1

1

1
Danny Johns
Riparian vegetation and soils

Root screens

SEMP Vehicle Usage at Fort Benning



Vehicle
# Days
# Miles
 Used By (days)

Ford Expedition
12
616
CERL, ORNL1, ORNL3

Dodge Pickup
6
381
HSC
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SEMP Field Effort - Scheduling Efficiency

Project Id
Projected Use (days)
Scheduled Use (days)
Actual Use (days)
Scheduled Compartment/Days

Number     Co-Use   Canceled 

ECMI
7
11
11
68
48
0

UFLG
5
4
4
8
4
0

CERL
11
5
5
15
2
0

ORNL1
5
12
12
79
11
0

ORNL2
5
2
2
23
3
0

SREL
18
21
20
59
11
8

ORNL3
8
4
4
24
2
0

TOTAL
59
59
58
276
81
8

Notes: Numbers for scheduled compartment/days are not corrected for duplication due to compartments shared by SEMP project teams.

