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Research Activities:

Tony Krzysik and the CERL team moved in for their annual spring field effort.  New this year, CERL will be collecting a selected subset of their indicators at study sites used by other SEMP research to support the development of a project-wide disturbance scale and to test their indicators in a wide variety of habitats.

David Leese and Chuck Hahn conducted another round of the ECMI S-Tracker erosion study.  Kathryn Madden collected soil samples for the SREL2 SERDP project.  SREL continues their normal sampling while preparing for their annual vegetation survey.  Pat Mulholland (ORNL1) collected stormwater samples in preparation for the Kilo Eleven disturbance study and Richard Mitchell surveyed crustaceans at the ORNL1 sites.

Danny Johns was on-site for the last time collecting data for the ORNL3 Riparian study.  Danny is moving on to other endeavors, so Dan Gorham will assume responsibility for the Auburn fieldwork on this project.  

ATTENTION!!!

All publications, posters and presentations  based on  SEMP research at Fort Benning must be approved by the Environmental Management Division.  The submission deadline for ESA is July 4!  Send a digital copy of your material to me and I will see that it is reviewed promptly so that any revisions can be incorporated.  This is REQUIRED.

Notes:

Two new non-SEMP projects investigating the physiological effects of translocation and burrow collapse on the gopher tortoises kicked off with a meeting and field trip at the end of the month.  Hal Balbach (CERL), Will McDearman and Steve Parris (USFWS), Bently Wigley (NCASI), Craig Guyer, Mary Mendonca and Paula Kahn (Auburn), Tom Greene (TNC) and the HSC got together to plan and coordinate the two projects.

Steve Sarigiainis from the Army's Rapid Terrain Visualization Project provided a briefing of the results of a laser mapping survey of Fort Benning.  He delivered to the installation and SEMP state-of-the-art digital elevation data (LIDAR, 0.5 m horizontal, 0.3 m vertical) for the SEMP/MODIS area and high resolution (IFSAR, 3.8 m horizontal, 1.2 m vertical), for the entire installation.

Spring turkey season lasts through May 15.  Please make an extra effort to schedule the minimum number of compartments that you need to accomplish your work.  This is especially true on Saturdays.  While the HSC closes compartments to hunting for your safety,  you should be alert to the possibility of hunters who are accidentally in closed compartments.  Don't look like a turkey - wear orange!

Scheduling:
Safety briefings are provided by Range Division on every other Tuesday at 0900.  If you have crew members that have not received safety briefings, let me know and we will set them up.  All requests for access in June are overdue.  Call me if you submitted a request for May and have not received schedule verification from me. 
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Summary of Field Activity at Fort Benning



Project
Start date
Duration

(days)
Contact
Event

ECMI
04/22
7
David Leese
S-Tracker Survey

CERL
04/22
9
Tony Krzysik
Disturbance scale integration

SREL
04/01

04/08

04/14

04/22

04/28
2

4

5

4

2
Lisa Duncan
Decomposition packs, litter/seed traps, iButtons, Bulk density, Soil moisture, Increment bore, Lysimeters

SREL2
04/14
4
Kathryn Madden
Soil samples 

UFLG
04/09

04/11

04/21


1

1

2


Shirish Bhat

Charles Campbell

Shirish Bhat


Throughfall, Steam and Vadose water Soil Chemistry



ORNL1
04/14

04/30
2

1
Pat Mulholland
Storm Water 

ORNL3
04/03

04/04

04/11

04/18


2

1

1

1


Richard Mitchell

Danny Johns


Crustaceans

Riparian vegetation and soils



SEMP Vehicle Usage at Fort Benning



Vehicle
# Days
# Miles
Used By

Ford Expedition
11
256
HSC,ORNL3,CERL

Chevy Pickup
7
600
HSC,ORNL3
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SEMP Field Effort 



Project Id
Projected Use  (days)
Scheduled Use (days)
Actual Use (days)
Scheduled Compartment/Days

Number      Co-Use    Canceled 

ECMI
2
7
7
60
0
0

UFLG
6
4
3
3
0
1

CERL
0
9
9
64
0
0

ORNL
2
3
2
18
3
4

ORNL2
5
0
0
0
0
0

SREL
15
20
17
37
1
6

ORNL3
18
8
5
38
6
15

SREL2
8
4
4
11
0
0

TOTAL
56
55
47
231
10
26

