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From the end of July through to mid August, there was heavy use of Fort Benning by the various SEMP research groups. One problem that has re-occurred is that training compartments, radios and vehicles have been reserved, then the field trip canceled at the last minute.  This caused an inconvenience to other research groups who were required to alter their schedule due to limited resources.  Please notify SEMP HSC as soon as you decide that your plans have changed.

During the last week in August, the HSC drove the Chevy Suburban to CERL in Champaign IL.  After a pleasant and informative visit with his colleagues, the HSC returned to Columbus driving a new Ford Expedition.  This vehicle is provided by CERL for use by any SEMP organization for field activities on Fort Benning.  If you need a deluxe 4wd vehicle for your project please notify the HSC when you request access to the installation.

This month the Host Site Coordinator accompanied crews from ORNL and ECMI on their field trips.  The new ECMI stations presently require a bimonthly exchange of data storage modules, which are shipped between Vicksburg and Benning.  DPW-EPD personnel cut approximately 300 4” pine logs – close to a half-ton – for Tony Krzysik (CERL) to use in a macroinvertebrate study.  These have been moved to range control for future use.  

David Leese (ECMI) installed water-monitoring stations on Little Pine Knot, Randall, and Oswichee Creeks. These stations log water depth and temperature.  This trip also included an inspection of the Hydrolab Stations at Bonham Creek and Sally Branch, which have been withdrawn due to low water.  The hydrolab sensor unit at Upatoi Creek was swapped out for routine calibration.

Jack Feminella (ORNL1) and Ken Fritz set out Hester-Dendy type samplers in transects at Bonham Creek (D13), Lois Creek (K13), Lizzy Branch (A17), Randall Creek (O13), Upper Sally Branch (mainstem) (F2/F3), Upper Pine Knot (K20), and Bonham tributary.  

The  stalwart UFLG crew, lead by George Tanner, completed a vegetation survey which included Sally Branch, Halloca Creek, Wolf Creek and Shell Creek watersheds.  This crew sampled nearly 300 locations in July and August!  Dwight Dindial led a crew for Bill DeBusk that collected soil samples at the Shell creek locations. 

CERL had an ambitious visit to Fort Benning.  Lead by Lawson Smith, Webb Mason and Dennis Beausoliel collected soil and sediment samples, set sediment traps, established profilometer transects and measured stream discharge and channel morphometry at locations in the Bonham Creek watershed.  The profliometer is a large (3 m long) device that records a very accurate profile of the surface it transverses. 

The SREL has largely completed their plot selection and vegetation sampling at sites throughout Fort Benning.  Lisa Duncan has led field crews most weekdays between mid-April and August for this project.  Dr. John Dilustro has accepted a Post-Doc assignment at Fort Benning and now calls SEMP HQ and Columbus his home.  Welcome aboard John!
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	Summary of Field Activity at Fort Benning



	Project
	Principal Investigator

(Investigator)
	# Days
	# Personnel
	 Compartments

	UFLG
	George Tanner
	7
	4
	D-7,D-8,D-9,D-10,D-16

E-3,E-4,E-5,F-1,M-6!,A-12

A-13,CC-1,CC-2

	UFLG
	Bill DeBusk

(Dwight Dindial)
	3
	4
	A-12,A-13,CC-1,CC-2

	CERL
	Lawson Smith
	10
	3
	D-11,D-12,D-13,D-14,D-15

D-16,D-17

	ECMI
	David Leese
	1
	2
	K-21, O-14,A-19

	SREL
	Beverly Collins

(Lisa Duncan)
	15
	3
	D-16,I-5,T-1,Q-4,B-2

C-4,M-8,Q-3

	ORNL1
	Jack Feminella
	2
	3
	K-13,D-6,D-12,D-13,A-17

O-13,K-20,F-2,F-3


