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December was an active month for fieldwork at Fort Benning as research groups pushed in ahead of the holidays and "Hammer Focus".  Pat Mulholland set out and retrieved four ISCO samplers to collect samples for water chemistry studies of stormwater runoff.  Jack Feminella (also ORNL1) deployed Hester-Dendy type macroinvertebrate samplers along his transects in Upper Little Pine Knot, Lois Creek, Upper Sally Branch and a tributary to Sally Branch.  The Sally Branch tributary is a new site as are two new sites in Kilo 11 that have been established as part of the ORNL "experimental disturbance".

The University of Florida was represented by Sirish Bhat working with Jennifer Jacob's surface hydrology study.  Bill DeBusk and Dwight Dindial collected soil samples and scouted for new sites on two occasions. An impressive crew came over from SREL to assist John Dilustro and Lisa Duncan with survey-level GPS of their study plots.  SREL has hired Nicole Tautkas, a Columbus State University student, as a Laboratory/Field Assistant.  Welcome aboard Nicole!

Drew Miller (ECMI) led a crew from the Environmental Lab at WES to conduct the EPA Rapid Bioassessment Protocols on ten streams throughout Fort Benning.  They also deployed leaf bags and slide boxes, which will be collected in January.  The HSC assisted with both the ECMI and ORNL fieldwork in addition to the routine maintenance of the ECMI water monitoring data storage modules and the Upatoi Hydrolab sonde.

In anticipation of "Hammer Focus", the HSC, EMD-LMB Chief Bob Larimore, and 3rd Brigade Master Gunner SGT Eggers marked the CERL lysimeter and profilometer transects at the "Cannons".  The lysimeters are mostly protected, but the profilometer transects are in the middle of what will be repeated day/night assaults with Abrams MBT and Bradley FV Companies!  Close coordination is also required with the 3rd Brigade and  "Hammer Focus" to allow the retrieval of ORNL's macroinvertebrate samplers in January.  Both are examples of the necessity of maintaining an up-to-date database of all SEMP sample locations and resources.

During January, all SEMP research teams will be requested by the HSC to submit updated site location information files and anticipated fieldwork for the year 2001.  As explained at the Research Coordination Meeting (RCM), this information will be a benefit to your research efforts as well as a requisite for conduct of operations at Fort Benning. The HSC will use the lull in fieldwork created by "Hammer Focus" to complete the site location database (Action item #1 from the RCM) and compile the fieldwork calendar (Action item #4).
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Summary of Field Activity at Fort Benning



Project
Principal Investigator

(Investigator)
# Days
# Personnel
 Compartments

ORNL1
Pat Mulholland
4
2
K-11,K-13,F-2,F-3,K-20

ORNL1
Jack Feminella

(Kelly Maloney)
1
3
D-6,D-12,,F-2,F-3,

K-11,K-13,K-20

UFLG
Jennifer Jacobs

(Sirish Bhat)
2
2
D-12,D-13

UFLG
Bill DeBusk

(Dwight Dindial)
3
3


D-4,D-15

SREL
Beverly Collins

(Lisa Duncan)
3
5
A-15,D-14, D-16, F-1,

M-8,C-1,D-3 T-1, I-5

ECMI
David Price

(Drew Miller)
2
4
10 Stream crossings at admin. roads

