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Research Activities

Due to the second month of "Hammer Focus", the HSC restricted field actives to the absolute minimum needed to maintain sampling continuity.  Pat Mulholland (ORNL1) was able to collect stormwater discharge samples from creeks in the K-11 compartment that were outside of the maneuver corridor.  Dwight Dindial (UFLG) needed a brief incursion into the delta area to swap sondes in his hydrolabs in Bonham Creek.  Dr. Craig Guyer from Auburn University revisited his old haunts as part of a new CERL-funded Gopher Tortoise study (GOPHER). Craig's new study will build on a behavioral study that he conducted at Fort Benning in the mid 1990's, and will be part of a regional comparison study that he has undertaken.  The HSC conducted routine exchange of the ECMI water stations data modules and assisted ORNL1 and GOPHER field efforts.

Lessons Learned

There is no doubt that fieldwork in the maneuver corridor during a mechanized exercise such as  "Hammer Focus" is difficult to conduct safely.  The large numbers of tracked vehicles - combined with the rainy winter conditions - turned many of the dirt roads into a slippery deeply rutted red-clay soup. The HSC will attempt to give researchers ample warning about these kinds of events, and the HSC appreciates the cooperation of the researchers by minimizing their activities at Fort Benning during this time.

When returning CERL vehicles to the SEMP offices, report any problems to the HSC.  It is not practical to wash the muck off a vehicle that is going in the field the next day.  However, please park any muddy vehicles as far to the left (facing the office) as possible.  When mud falls off the undercarriage, it is better to have the vehicle parked at the lowest point so that clay isn't deposited in front of the office.
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Summary of Field Activity at Fort Benning



Project
Requested by)
# Days
# Pers
Activity

ORNL1
Pat Mulholland
2
2
K-11,K-20,D-6

UFLG
Bill DeBusk

(Dwight Dindial)
1
1


D-13

GOPHER
Craig Guyer
1
2
K-11,K-20,O-11,O-14

SEMP Vehicle Usage at Fort Benning



Vehicle
# Days
# Miles
 Used By

Ford Expedition
6
292
HSC, UFLG,SREL

Dodge Pickup
7
483
HSC,SREL

Compartments to be Burned Next Month



A08,A19,B03,D06,D09,D15,E07,F03,G03,H01,K01,K05,K17,K21,K22,K23,

M04,M05,O02,O03,O04,O08,O14,TO3,CC02,CC03,



