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Research Activities:

Shirish Bhat (UFLG) will be at Fort Benning from 28 Jan through most of February. collecting stream and vadose zone water quality samples for laboratory analysis in addition to the throughfall study Danny Johns and Richard Mitchell continue the ORNL3 field work.  SREL has shifted from field to predominantly office activities. Pat Mulholland and Jeff Houser conducted their quarterly storm water sampling for ORNL1.  George Williams made the first of several CSU trips as part of Jim Gore's Georgia Ecoregion - Rapid Bio-assessment Protocol.

Fire:

January is the beginning of prescribed burning season.  The HSC is trying to keep everyone with equipment issues apprised of impending fires on an individual basis.  Unfortunately, an accidental fire thwarted efforts to protect one of the SREL sites.  There was a considerable loss of equipment and disruption to their sample regime.  If you have equipment or sample plans that are susceptible to fire damage be sure that your site is listed as "Protect" in the SEMP Site Information file.

Notes:

The Fort Benning Directorate of Operations and Training has published a Notice of Intent to construct the Digital Multipurpose Range Complex.  This project will radically alter the landscape in D-14 and parts of D-02 and D-13.  The Environmental Management Division has commenced the assessments and scoping meetings required by the NEPA process.  "Groundbreaking" is scheduled for May 2004.

The ITAM/LRAM/NRCS Company Team Defense Project is in full spring.  The area along Box Springs Road between Red Diamond and Bush Hill will be a construction site until April.  NRCS can close Box Springs Road to all traffic if they determine that it is unsafe to allow passage. Please minimize use of Box Springs Road and be especially alert for haul trucks crossing the road.

All publications, posters and presentations  based on research at Fort Benning must be approved by the Environmental Management Division.  In order to simplify the flow of documents through the approval process, please send a pre-publication copy to the HSC at the end of the quarter when your project submits their quarterly report.  This will  keep the process in batches to facilitate the installation review.

 your
Scheduling:
Safety briefings are provided by Range Division on every other Tuesday at 0900.  If you have crew members that have not received safety briefings, let me know and we will set them up.  All requests for access in March are overdue.  Call me if you submitted a request for February and have not received schedule verification from me. 
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Summary of Field Activity at Fort Benning



Project
Start date
Duration

(days)
Contact
Event

SREL
01/06

01/13

01/21

01/27
3

3

3

4
Lisa Duncan
Decomposition packs, litter/seed traps, iButtons, Bulk density, Soil moisture, Increment bore, Lysimeters

CSU
01/16
1
George Williams
RBP

UFLG
01/16

01/28


2

3


Shirish Bhat


Throughfall, Steam and Vadose water Chemistry



ORNL1
01/07

01/27
3

4
Pat Mulholland
Storm Water 

ORNL3
01/06

01/10

01/12

01/16

01/24

01/29
3

3

1

2

1

3
Richard Mitchell

Danny Johns

Richard Mitchell

Danny Johns
Crustaceans

Riparian vegetation and soils



SEMP Vehicle Usage at Fort Benning



Vehicle
# Days
# Miles
Used By

Ford Expedition
3
243
ORNL3

Chevy Pickup
4
367
HSC, ORNL3. 
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SEMP Field Effort 



Project Id
Projected Use  (days)
Scheduled Use (days)
Actual Use (days)
Scheduled Compartment/Days

Number      Co-Use    Canceled 

ECMI
2
0
0
0
0
0

UFLG
23
6
6
6
0
0

CERL
0
0
0
0
0
0

ORNL
4
9
7
48
14
12

ORNL2
0
0
0
0
0
0

SREL
13
15
13
25
8
6

ORNL3
32
12
10
86
12
8

SREL2
0
0
0
0
0
0

TOTAL
74
42
36
165
34
26

