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Jul, 2002

 Research Activities:

The return of afternoon thundershowers, after a two year hiatus, brought Fort Benning some relief from the heat and drought.  The rain has helped the grasses and herbs, but the streams remain at very low flow.  Shirish Bhat (UFLG) is monitoring the water budget in the Bonham Creek basin and should have some interesting results to report.  Pat Mulholland, Kelly Maloney and Richard Mitchell (ORNL1) are looking at stream ecology and should also be pleased with the renewed precipitation.

Having a downpour deposit freshly eroded soil into his study area provided Danny Johns (ORNL3) with a first hand view of the riparian processes that he is studying.  The SREL mob carries on with their massive task list - coring,  boring, collecting and screening in addition to the summer vegetation survey.

Scheduling:

All requests for access in September are overdue.  Call me if you submitted a request for August and have not received schedule verification from me.

Coordination:

The Sandhills -TES research team was at Fort Benning this month making contacts and setting up a new 4-year SERDP project.  Dr. Rebecca Sharitz (SREL) is the Lead PI for CS-1302 "Impacts of Military Training and Land Management on Threatened and Endangered Species of the Southeastern Fall Line/Sandhills Community".  This project will focus on the rare flora and fauna in the more xeric areas of Forts Benning and Gordon.

Miscellaneous:

Colonel Gregory S. Kuhr has replaced COL Stelzer as Director of Engineering, Facilities and Logistics (The Directorate that includes EMD).
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Summary of Field Activity at Fort Benning



Project
Start date
Duration

(days)
Contact
Event

SREL
07/01

07/08

07/15

07/22

07/29


3

4

5

5

3
Lisa Duncan
Decomposition packs, litter/seed traps, iButtons, vegetation survey

Bulk density, Soil moisture, Increment bore, Lysimeters



UFLG
07/09

07/29


2

3


Shirish Bhat


Throughfall, Lysimeters



ORNL1
07/02

07/08

07/22

07/22


1

3

4

3
Richard Mitchell

Pat Mulholland

Kelly Maloney


Crustaceans

Stormwater chemistry

Macroinvertebrates

ORNL3
07/02

07/09

07/11

07/23
1

1

1

1


Danny Johns


Riparian vegetation and soils

Root screens



SEMP Vehicle Usage at Fort Benning



Vehicle
# Days
# Miles
 Used By (days)

Ford Expedition
5
340
ORNL1, SREL, HSC

Dodge Pickup
7
419
ORNL3, HSC
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SEMP Field Effort - Scheduling Efficiency

Project Id
Projected Use (days)
Scheduled Use (days)
Actual Use (days)
Scheduled Compartment/Days

Number     Co-Use   Canceled 

ECMI
10
10
10
0
0
0

UFLG
5
6
5
6
0
1

CERL
0
0
0
0
0
0

ORNL1
2
11
10
72
11
7

ORNL2
0
0
0
0
0
0

SREL
18
20
20
24
11
0

ORNL3
17
4
4
24
1
0

TOTAL
52
51
49
126
23
8

Notes: Numbers for scheduled compartment/days are not corrected for duplication due to compartments shared by SEMP project teams.

