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Research Activities

Much of the field activity in July was conducted by the two new investigations.  Danny Johns conducted the initial site characterizations for the SERDP Riparian Project (ORNL3).  Pat Mulholland, the Lead PI for ORNL3, was onsite as well to collect water chemistry data for this project.  Jessica Archer completed the site selection for the second phase of the UFLG vegetation study.  Other UFLG visitors included Dwight Dindial and Shirish Bhat , who make routine bi-monthly treks up from Gainesville to service their field equipment.  Suresh Rao (UGLG/Purdue) had a week of fieldwork scheduled this month, however, the HSC cancelled it when the 3rd Brigade selected that week to use the Delta Training Area to qualify four Bradley Fighting Vehicle Companies with CS gas.  David Leese (ECMI) also came to Fort Benning this month.  David collected water level data from the newly installed groundwater level wells and set up LMB personnel with the software and instructions they need to be able to directly query the meteorological stations to support their forest management efforts.  

Fall at Fort Benning

Beginning in mid-August and lasting through to December, there will be many units from other installations using Fort Benning to qualify their troops prior to overseas service.  This will make scheduling difficult, particularly in the eastern portion of the base.  There will also be a major exercise in the October-November time frame that will close off most of the training area to SEMP research.  If you have requested scheduling of fieldwork at Fort Benning this fall, you should be prepared for inconvenience and compromise.  If you would like to do fieldwork but have not yet notified the HSC, you will find that the opportunities to access your sites will be very limited.

Lessons Learned

A SEMP researcher required a visit to the ER due to an allergic reaction to yellow jacket stings.  The researcher was unaware of this sensitivity and had no previous reactions to bee stings.  Within 20 minutes of the stings, a rash developed and significant swelling was observed.  Any allergic reaction that effects breathing is potentially life-threatening and requires immediate medical attention.  Doctors at Martin Army Community Hospital not only administered antihistamines, but prescribed an injectable anaphylaxis emergency treatment kit (Anakit).  If you or anyone on your team is known to be allergic to stings, an Anakit prescription may be a good precaution. In any case, an allergic reaction following a sting should be treated very seriously.  This is one of reasons that the HSC strongly discourages one person fieldcrews.
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	Summary of Field Activity at Fort Benning



	Project
	Start date
	Duration

(days)
	Contact
	Event

	SREL
	7/2

7/9

7/16

7/23

7/30
	2

5

5

4

1
	Lisa Duncan
	Soil Cores, litter traps, iButtons,

Soil moisture tubes, vegetation survey,

Root respiration

	ECMI
	7/25
	3
	David Leese


	Groundwater wells

Direct access to Met Stations for EMB

	UFLG
	7/5

7/18

7/25

7/9

7/30

7/18
	2

2

3

2

2

1
	Jessica Archer

Shirish Bhat

Dwight Dindial


	Site selection

Throughfall study

Hydrolab exhcange

	ORNL3
	7/1

7/5

7/9

7/16

7/19

7/16

7/31
	1

2

4

2

1

2

1
	Danny Johns

Pat Mulholland
	Site selection

Water Quality



	GOPHER
	6/1
	31
	Craig Guyer
	Gopher Tortoise Study


	SEMP Vehicle Usage at Fort Benning



	Vehicle
	# Days
	# Miles
	 Used By (days)

	Ford Expedition
	16
	1152
	HSC(4), UFLG(4), SREL(6), GOPHER (1), ORNL3 (1)



	Dodge Pickup
	31
	3523
	HSC(1),  UFLG(2), GOPHER(28)


