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Research Activities

May shaped up to be the biggest month of field work yet, but the 3/75th Rangers brought in a fleet of helicopter gunships for a "Bilateral" exercise that closed off much of the training area for two weeks.  There are rumors that they will repeat this exercise in the fall, but like this month's event the details will not be available until the last minute.  The CERL folks suffered the greatest insult to their plans.  Jeff Duda was onsite for all of May (and much of April) to act as the "anchorman" for the effort which eventually included all of the CERL investigators. Chuck Garten and Tom Ashwood (ORNL2) were the lucky ones - their soil sampling visit during the first week in May was unaffected. Crews from UFLG and ORNL1 were able to squeeze in their sampling as well.

Also visiting Fort Benning in May were the three new studies.  Danny Johns, Graeme Lockaby, Jack Feminella, and Pat Mulholland finalized the site selection process for ORNL3.  Jessica Archer accomplished some of her site selection for a UFLG sub-project.  Craig Guyer and Roger Birkhead have commenced a Gopher Tortoise study (GOPHER) that will require daily trips from Auburn until late fall.  A milestone accomplishment for ECMI - David Leese shepherded an AquaTerra drilling team around the base installing a series of shallow groundwater level monitoring wells.  
News

As of June 1, we are no longer able to get fuel for the CERL/SEMP vehicles from the motorpool.  The AAFES Shopettes will now accept the Voyager cards that are in each vehicle's key fob.  You will have to know the odometer reading and pay-at-the-pump doesn't work (yet).  The Shopettes are located on Main Post across from Burger King, at the Mall off 1st Division at I-185, and on 8th Division at Old Cussetta Rd. near (280).

This fall, First Division road will be permanently closed from Hourglass Road to Rowan Hill. 

The prescribed burning at Fort Benning is on summer hiatus and the 02 fiscal year compartments have been selected.  The timber sale compartment maps for next year have been published as well.  ITAM is in the planning stages of a major land rehabilitation effort in the Delta training area that has the potential to affect many of our investigations. It is imperative that the HSC have the study site information for every sample point.  

IMPORTANT   -     FINAL WARNING

Every researcher must provide the HSC with up-to-date site information.  It is critical that I have at least the NAD83 coordinates and the level of protection (none, notify, protect) that you are requesting. The Lead PI for each project has been provided with a copy of their current site information file.  The HSC is going to use this data for all FY02 coordination.  Make certain that your site information is current and correct.
.
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	Summary of Field Activity at Fort Benning

	Project
	Start date
	Duration

(days)
	Contact
	Event

	SREL
	5/1

5/7

5/17

5/30
	4

5

5

2
	Lisa Duncan
	Install litter traps, iButtons, thermometers

	ECMI
	5/30
	2
	David Leese
	Install groundwater wells

	CERL
	5/1
	16
	Jeff Duda
	Vegetation stress, lysimeters

	UFLG
	5/14

5/23


	2

1
	Jessica Archer

Shirish Bhat
	Site evaluation

Throughfall experiment

	ORNL1
	5/6

5/9


	1

1


	Jack Feminella


	Hester-Dendy retrival

	ORNL2
	5/1
	4
	Tom Ashwood
	Soil samples

	ORNL3
	5/21
	2


	Pat Mulholland
	Site selection

	GOPHER
	5/29
	3
	Craig Guyer
	Gopher Tortoise Study


	SEMP Vehicle Usage at Fort Benning



	Vehicle
	# Days
	# Miles
	 Used By

	Ford Expedition
	24
	1008
	CERL,HSC,UFLG,ORNL1

	Dodge Pickup
	17
	468
	HSC, ORNL1,CERL,GOPHER


