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May, 2002

 Research Activities:
Pat Mulholland and Jeff Houser (ORNL1) continue to collect samples from their ISCO storm water sampling devices. Pat's ORNL3 Riparian project keeps pushing ahead as well.  Shirish Bhat, Lewis Bryant and Dwight Dindial are on-base every other week for Jennifers Jacobs' hydrological model project (UFLG).  They are following the trend of the other SEMP research projects by installing lysimeters.  Barry Payne and Mark Farr from ERDC-EL were onsite to scout potential sites for the expansion of the ECMI aquatic monitoring program for Drew Miller.
Lisa Duncan completed the SREL bird surveys and they have added a nitrogen mineralization study.  Sara Drake has returned for the summer - this time to work on her Master's Thesis study of legumes and their distribution relative to soil texture, boron and molybdenum.  Also new to SREL is Wayne Barger,  Assistant Professor of Biology and Herbarium Curator at the State University of West Georgia.  Wayne will be helping with the summer field work and identifying the "unknowns".  SREL's summer staff-up has required a vehicle  upgrade from their Jeep to a Suburban.

CERL officially moved in for the month when Tony Krzysik, the glue that binds this eclectic band,  flew in from Prescot  AZ to shepherd his troops.  John and Cathy Graham and their crew from Berry College arrived on the 6th to replace Jeff Duda and the Wayne State group (Carl Freeman and the three Michelles). The Grahams study invertebrates and seemed particularly interested in grasshoppers this time. The next shift was John Zak's Texas Tech mob looking into soil microbiology and all thing fungal.  Dave Kovacic and Mike Wallace (UICU) were the clean-up crew, working with Tony on their lysimeter study as well as the vegetation surveys.  Dave continues to develop new techniques and strange devices that make the lysimeter sampling process more interesting. 

Coordination:

Dr. Art Cohen , a University of South Carolina Palynologist,  was onsite to collect cores for an EMD-Cultural Resources Branch effort to determine the historic vegetation, climate and fire frequency . 

David Price (ECMI) was onsite to discuss aquatic monitoring,  upland monitoring and monitoring handoff plans with EMD and TNC. 

Scheduling:

All requests for July are now overdue.

News: 

Theresa Davo has resigned from EMD-LMD to pursue a teaching career.  Theresa was instrumental in the formation and direction of SEMP, having participated in virtually every meeting and conference.  Her input and assistance was greatly appreciated by all of the SEMP management and researchers.
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	Summary of Field Activity at Fort Benning



	Project
	Start date
	Duration

(days)
	Contact
	Event

	SREL
	05/01

05/06

05/13

05/20

05/28
	3

5

5

5

4
	Lisa Duncan
	Decomposition packs, litter/seed traps, iButtons, vegetation survey

Root/Shoot Ratio, Soil moisture, Boron. Molybdenum



	UFLG
	05/13

05/27
	2

3
	Shirish Bhat

Lewis Bryant


	Throughfall experiment

Lysimeters

	ECMI
	05/08
	2
	Drew Miller
	Aquatic Monitoring

	CERL
	05/01
	28
	Tony Krzysik
	Soil microbiology, Invertebrates

Lysimeters,  Vegetation survey

	ORNL1
	05/06

05/01


	3

2


	Kelly Maloney

Pat Mulholland


	Coarse Woody Debris

Stormwater chemistry



	ORNL3
	05/14

05/16

05/21


	1

1

1


	Danny Johns
	Riparian vegetation and soils

Root screens


	SEMP Vehicle Usage at Fort Benning



	Vehicle
	# Days
	# Miles
	 Used By (days)

	Ford Expedition
	28
	1282
	CERL

	Dodge Pickup
	10
	831
	HSC, CERL, ORNL1
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	SEMP Field Effort - Scheduling Efficiency

	Project Id
	Projected Use (days)
	Scheduled Use (days)
	Actual Use (days)
	Scheduled Compartment/Days

Number     Co-Use   Canceled 

	ECMI
	0
	3
	2
	0
	0
	0

	UFLG
	5
	7
	4
	14
	11
	6

	CERL
	31
	29
	28
	202
	78
	6

	ORNL1
	2
	6
	4
	44
	11
	15

	ORNL2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	SREL
	18
	22
	20
	72
	9
	3

	ORNL3
	15
	5
	3
	30
	11
	12

	TOTAL
	71
	72
	61
	362
	120
	42


Notes: Numbers for scheduled compartment/days are not corrected for duplication due to compartments shared by SEMP project teams.

