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Research Activities:

The ORNL Kilo Eleven experimental "heavy" disturbance was conducted May 9 & 13. LMB provided the awesome habitat-crunching power of two bulldozers.  The effects of the treatment will validate and scale indicators from many SEMP projects.  Virginia Dale, Pat Mulholland, Kelly Maloney and Richard Mitchell collected the initial data for ORNL1.

Tony Krzysik and the CERL team finished up their annual spring field effort. CERL collected a selected subset of their indicators at study sites used by other SEMP research to support the development of a project-wide disturbance scale and to test their indicators in a wide variety of habitats.  The total effort, which lasted from April 22 to May 22, included over 17 personnel scheduled for over 250 compartment reservations.

Mark Farr lead an ECMI team conducting  their annual RBP surveys of streams.   Shirish Bhat and Charles Campbell continue the monthly UFLG monitoring in D-13.  Dan Gorham lead the ORNL3 riparian study and the SREL folks began the summer ramp-up.  

Paula Kahn (Gopher2) made good progress at site selection and initial burrow surveys for two cooperating non-SEMP investigations into stress effects on gopher tortoises related to training and relocation. 

Notes:

The success of our troops in Iraq  and the safe return of deployed soldiers to Fort Benning means that training activities will pick up this summer.  The Rangers have re-scheduled their bilateral exercises for August 11-31.  This will close off the Kilos and Delta north of the "cannons", including part of Delta 13.  3rd Brigade is expected back soon and has begin to plan a "focus" exercise in preparation for their pilgrimage to the National Training Center.  This should take place in September and will restrict work in all of Delta

Rhinehart Road is closed at GL135945.  This is the hole that swallowed the Expedition on the way up to K-13.  I will try to map out and alternative route.  Contact the HSC if you don't know how to translate gridlines.

Scheduling:
Safety briefings are provided by Range Division on every other Tuesday at 0900.  If you have crew members that have not received safety briefings, let me know and we will set them up.  All requests for access in July are overdue.  Call me if you submitted a request for June and have not received schedule verification from me. 
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Summary of Field Activity at Fort Benning



Project
Start date
Duration

(days)
Contact
Event

ECMI
05/06
9
Mark Farr
Rapid Bio-Assessment Protocol 

CERL
05/01
22
Tony Krzysik
Disturbance scale integration

SREL
05/01

05/05

05/12

05/19

04/27
2

4

5

4

2
Lisa Duncan
Decomposition packs, litter/seed traps, iButtons, Bulk density, Soil moisture, Increment bore, Lysimeters

Gopher2
05/27
4
Paula Kahn
Gopher survey/site selection

UFLG
05/20

05/09
2

1


Shirish Bhat

Charles Campbell


Throughfall, Steam and Vadose water Soil Chemistry



ORNL1
05/22

05/09

05/12
1

2

3
Pat Mulholland

Virginia Dale

Richard Mitchell
Storm Water 

K-11 Disturbance Study

Crustacean survey

ORNL3
05/02

05/08

05/09

05/16

05/23

05/30
1

1

1

1

1

1
Dan Gorham

Richard Mitchell

 Dan Gorham


Riparian vegetation and soils

Crustacean survey

SEMP Vehicle Usage at Fort Benning



Vehicle
# Days
# Miles
Used By

Ford Expedition
25
1439
HSC, CERL

Chevy Pickup
11
1008
HSC,ORNL3, CERL
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SEMP Field Effort 



Project Id
Projected Use  (days)
Scheduled Use (days)
Actual Use (days)
Scheduled Compartment/Days

Number      Co-Use    Canceled 

ECMI
2
10
10
0
0
0

UFLG
1
4
3
4
0
1

CERL
28
22
22
189
2
0

ORNL
6
6
6
23
0
0

ORNL2
0
0
0
0
0
0

SREL
15
17
16
46
0
3

ORNL3
17
8
6
36
4
7

SREL2
10
0
0
0
0
0

TOTAL
79
67
63
298
6
11

