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 Research Activities

In November the level of field work usually drops along with the temperature.  This year, however, the weather was very pleasant and many groups took advantage of it. The Duncan-Dilustro (SREL) team conducts field trips on most duty days.  The Auburn University Gopher Tortoise crew has completed this season's fieldwork for their behavior study and removed their equipment. Shirish Bhat (UFLG) continued his throughfall experiment - they have added a steam site in O-08.  Jessica Archer has completed all of the UFLG Phase 2 vegetation surveys except for the difficult-to-schedule K-13 compartment.  Suresh Rao's (UFLG) Purdue U soil hydrology team conducted their fall sampling, as did John Zak and Tony Krzysik (CERL) with their soil microbiology study.  Pat Mulholland (ORNL1) commenced his winter stormwater chemistry sampling by deploying ISCO rain-event collectors.  Kelly Maloney deployed the ORNL1 Hester-Dendy samplers for the quarterly Auburn U. macroinvertebrate sampling period.
SEMP Research Coordination Meeting

The 2001 SEMP Research Coordination Meeting and SEMP TAC meetings were held November 5-9 in Columbus.  The Monday meeting was started with a welcome and supportive talk by COL Stelzer (DFEL).  Fred Weekly, the new chief of operations at DOT,  gave an excellent overview of the training mission at Fort Benning. Craig Guyer presented the early results from the Auburn Gopher Tortoise behavioral study and Jim Gore and Bill Birkhead described all of the Columbus State U. regional ecology studies.  Tom McCoy explained the ITAM/LCTA mission at Fort Benning and also describe the ITAM/LRAM Company Team Defense Project which will have significant implications for SEMP research efforts.  Maureen Mulligan presented the newly completed TNC Alliance Level vegetation map of Fort Benning.  Mark Hainds and John McGuire described the Longleaf Alliance and their regional longleaf restoration program which is the heart of the Fort Benning forest management plan.  Monday afternoon, all of the performers from the various regional ecological modeling projects were on hand to explain their efforts.

Tuesday was devoted to SEMP research.  The Principal Investigators from the core SEMP projects as well as Pat Mulholland's new SERDP Riparian Project gave a brief synopsis of their status and findings.  Rose Kress and Elizabeth Lord demonstrated the improvements to the ECMI Data Repository.  In the afternoon session, the HSC report was followed by discussions on data repository uploading and  meta-data as well as collaborative studies of the ORNL1 Kilo 11 disturbance project.

On Wednesday, the SEMP Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), SEMP Project investigators and other interested parties were given a tour of actual SEMP research sites on Fort Benning.  At each site the study methods and goals were presented to the TAC.  This was the first chance that some of the TAC members had to observe field conditions in the training area and it was also a rare opportunity for the researchers to see what the other SEMP projects looked like on the ground.  Beautiful weather, a big FTX in an adjoining compartment and a column of Bradley's added to the experience.

Thursday and Friday were the formal meeting days for the TAC.  Progress reports from ORNL2, SREL, ECMI and the HSC were the focal point of extensive discussions crucial to the future of SEMP.

SERDP Symposium

The Annual SERDP Partners in Progress symposium was held November 27-29.  Six SEMP projects presented posters, including a collaborative effort with soil microbial data from ORNL1, CERL and UFLG.

Notes

There have been numerous wildfires on the base during October and November.  DFEL/LMB has provided the HSC with a shape file of the affected areas so far - contact me if you would like a copy.  I will also upload a new SEMP Site Information file at the end of December.   Everyone should be certain that their site info is up-to-date.

DFEL/LMB has also provided the ECMI Data Repository with copies of the following files:


Updated training compartment boundaries


Updated installation boundaries


Updated forest type map


The new TNC vegetation map

Thanks Theresa and Rusty!
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	Summary of Field Activity at Fort Benning



	Project
	Start date
	Duration

(days)
	Contact
	Event

	SREL
	11/1

11/9

11/13

11/15

11/26
	2

1

1

2

3
	Lisa Duncan
	Decomposition packs, litter/seed traps, iButtons, vegetation survey

Root/Shoot Ratio, Soil moisture



	UFLG
	11/13
	4


	Shirish Bhat


	Throughfall experiment



	UFLG
	11/9
	4
	Jessica Archer
	Vegetation Survey

	UFLG
	11/5
	6
	Suresh Rao
	Soil hydrology

	CERL
	11/7
	4
	John Zak
	Soil mircobe study

	ORNL1
	11/7

11/19

11/19
	3

3

1
	Pat Mulholland

Kelly Maloney


	Stormwater chemistry

Deploy Hester-Dendys

	GOPHER
	11/1
	3
	Craig Guyer
	Gopher Tortoise Study


	SEMP Vehicle Usage at Fort Benning



	Vehicle
	# Days
	# Miles
	 Used By (days)

	Ford Expedition
	6
	508
	UFLG (1), CERL (3), ORNL1 (1)

	Dodge Pickup
	7
	310
	HSC(4), GOPHER(1), UFLG (1)


