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Taking advantage of the unusually warm October weather, Suresh Rao, Nathan Haws and Ryan Haltgren (UFLG/Purdue) spent five days at Fort Benning monitoring subsurface hydrology along Bonham Creek. Josh Kovacic (CERL lysimeter study) and Jennifer Jacobs (UFLG surface hydrology study) also collected data from the Bonham Creek watershed.

The SREL Team (John Dilustro and Lisa Duncan) has commenced the collection of soil samples as part of John's nitrogen study.  Because this study would be a significant disturbance of soil, a FB-144R (Record of Consideration) was obtained from the Fort Benning NEPA office. The SREL effort will continue to expand if the number of UPS deliveries to the SEMP office is any indication.

The long drought has created major problems for anyone with the word "aquatic" in their study plan.  A site selection expedition conducted by Kelly Maloney (ORNL1/Auburn), Danny Johns (SERDP/Auburn) and the Host Site Coordinator quickly became a search for water.  Many large and deeply incised third-order streambeds were found completely dry.  Only the coastal plain "black-water" streams in the eastern part of the installation were flowing.  Some possible study sites were discovered, however, and this information was passed on to ORNL, who are also in the site selection process.

The Host Site Coordinator visited the ERDC-EL laboratory at Trotter Shoals SC to pick up a spare Hydrolab sonde and receive training in the calibration procedures for it. The Upatoi Creek Hydrolab sonde will be replaced with a freshly calibrated sonde as part of the biweekly exchange of data storage modules at the ECMI water monitoring stations. When the water levels in Sally and Bonham Creeks come back up, ECMI will restart detailed monitoring at these Hydrolab Stations.

The HSC, SEMP Management and Fort Benning EMD are hosting a SEMP Research Coordination Workshop at Columbus on November 14-16.  If you plan on attending and have not yet done so, so please contact Hugh Westbury (westburyh@benning.army.mil). If you are planning to attend, please give some thoughts as to the research coordination issues that we will be discussing on Wednesday. Instances where SEMP projects interfere with each other or possible circumstances where projects can cooperate to leverage data collection will be a major focus of this meeting.

SEMP Host Site Coordinator Report



October  2000

Summary of Field Activity at Fort Benning



Project
Principal Investigator

(Investigator)
# Days
# Personnel
 Compartments

UFLG
Suresh Rao
5
4
D-5,D-6, D-12,D-13,

D-15,D-16,E-3,E-4

ORNL1
Jack Feminella

(Kelly Maloney)
1
3
B-3,B-4,O-6,O-7,K-5,K-9,

K-11

UFLG
Jennifer Jacobs


1
2
D-12,D-13

SREL
Beverly Collins

(Lisa Duncan)
13
2
A-15, O-10, D-3, Q-4, Q-3, I-5, B-2, D-16, F-1

CERL
David Kovacic

(Josh Kovacic)
2
1
D-12,D-13,D-14,D-15

