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September brought the end of summer and some much-needed rain to Fort Benning.  The rainfall was a most welcomed by the ground water researchers - David Kovacic (CERL) and Jennifer Jacobs (UFLG) both had field crews on-site to take advantge of the precip.  On September 18th, Jack Feminella (ORNL1) was up from Auburn to retrieve his Hester-Dendy type samplers after a 6 week incubation period.  George Tanner (UFLG) and crew finished off his extensive plant biomass-sampling regime, and also were the first to take advantage of the deluxe field vehicle that CERL has stationed at Fort Benning.  

SREL Fort Benning Staff (John Dilustro and Lisa Duncan) completed their initial plant community study and commenced John's nitrogen cycling study, which will be conducted at the same sites.  The SREL Principal Investigators (Beverly Collins, Rebecca Sharitz, Chris Romaneck, J. Vaun McArther) came to Fort Benning for a site inspection and progress briefing.

The HSC provided scheduling and logistic support for these visits and scheduled safety and UXO briefings as needed.  The HSC also conducted an inspection and site characterization of all of the ECMI weather and water monitoring stations in addition to the normal exchange of data storage modules. 

ECMI and SREL are planning to install ground water monitoring stations that are ground disturbances subject to NEPA consideration.  This type of activity requires a Record of Consideration (REC), which at Fort Benning is processed through the submittal of a form FB-144R.  Any SEMP researcher who proposes to disturb the soil should contact the HSC for assistance in this process. 

DPW-EMD has supplied SEMP with a list of Training Compartment scheduled for prescribed burns in 2001.  If you have field equipment located in these compartments that is vulnerable susceptible to fire, you will have to coordinate with Fort Benning EMD Land resources through the HSC.  An exception is for study sites in D12&13.  There are many SEMP sites in these compartments and the HSC will assume the lead in their protection.  If you do not have a list of the compartments proposed for control burns in 2001, contact the HSC.

The HSC, SEMP Management and Fort Benning EMD are hosting a SEMP Research Coordination Workshop at Columbus on November 14-16.  Invitations, and details will be sent with invitations to participants in early October.  
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Summary of Field Activity at Fort Benning



Project
Principal Investigator

(Investigator)
# Days
# Personnel
 Compartments

UFLG
George Tanner
6
4
D-7,D-8,D-9,D-12,D-13,

D-15,D-16,E-3,E-7,L-1,

M-6!, A-12, A-13,CC-2

ORNL1
Jack Feminella
1
4
D-6, D-12, D-13, A-17

F-2, F-3, K-13, K-20

UFLG
Jennifer Jacobs

(Shirish Bhat)
1
2
D-12,D-13

SREL
Beverly Collins

(Lisa Duncan)
6
2
A-15, B-2, M-8, T-1, D-16,

C-1, O-10

CERL
David Kovacic

(Josh Kovacic)
1
1
D-12,D-13,D-14,D-15

