Plan for Special Session at the 2003 Annual Meeting

Ecological Society of America

Savannah, Georgia

Scheduled for August 4th, Monday Evening, 8 to 10 PM

Hyatt Regency Ballroom B

Title:  Ecosystem Management Challenges for Defense Installations

Timeframe: 2 hours

Proposed Session Structure: Introductory talks with 3-5 short presentations highlighting specific aspects of these challenges.  Closing with a panel of speakers and an open discussion forum.

Co-Organizers: 

· Mr. William Goran, Technical Director, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Engineer Research and Development Center

· Dr. John Hall, Director of Public Land Conservation Strategies and Sonoran Desert Program Manager, The Nature Conservancy

· Dr. Robert Holst, Conservation Program Manager, Defense Strategic Environmental Resource and Development Program (SERDP)

· Dr. Harold Balbach, Senior Investigator, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Engineer Research and Development Center

· Ms. Eileen Regan, HydroGeologic Inc.

· Dr. Clifford Duke, Director of Science Programs, Ecological Society of America

· Mr. John Brent, Chief, Environmental Management Division, Ft. Benning, GA.

Point of Contact:

William D. Goran, Technical Director, U.S. Army Engineer Research and Development Center, P.O. Box 9005, Champaign, IL, 61826-9005, 217-373-6735, (William.d.goran@erdc.usace.army.mil)

Description:


The U.S. Defense Department conducts training and testing on over 25 million acres of land and adjoining waters across the nation.  More space is likely to be needed to support the expanding footprint for testing and training with emerging military vehicles and weapon systems.  Management of these Defense land, water and airspace resources involves a challenging balance between mission requirements and stewardship.   It is critical to undertake ecological research on military lands in order to meet this challenge.  Some of these key questions include:

· Role of Defense installations in regional ecosystem planning.

· Unique research questions regarding ecosystem management on Defense lands – sustainable use dynamics, scale and patterns of disturbance on Defense installations, thresholds of mission impacts, nutrient dynamics and relative productivity.

· Resolving competing national goals: military readiness and stewardship.

· Concerns:  encroachment, threatened and endangered species and invasive plants and animals

This session will identify these challenges, discuss how Defense land managers currently meet them, and compare ecosystem management issues on Defense installations with similar issues on other public lands.

Session Plan: 

Introduction – Dr. Robert Holst, Strategic Environmental Research and Development Program (SERDP), Office of Secretary of Defense (5 min)


Managing Ecosystems for Multiple Species of Concern– Dr. Rebecca Sharitz, Savannah River Ecological Laboratory (20 min)


Ecological Indicators Related to Military Land Management  – Dr. Anthony Krzysik and Dr. Harold Balbach, U.S. Army Construction Engineering Research Laboratory (20 min)


Community and Installation Dynamics: Planning Together for Sustainable Futures – Mr. William Goran and Mr. John Brent  (20 min)


Ecosystem Management Partnerships Involving Defense – Dr, John Hall, The Nature Conservancy and Dr. Doug Ripley, Air National Guard  (20 minutes)


Panel Discussion – Moderated by Dr. Robert Holst (30 minutes)


Topic: Military Readiness and Ecosystem Sustainability: Complimentary or Competing National Goals?  Panelists (composed of previous speakers in this session) will consider the items listed above (bullets)

