Menor andum for Files

SUBJECT: Site visit to Lock 2 on Arkansas R ver to observe \War -
Coat

Backgr ound:

On 14 AUG 96 | visited Lock No. 2 on the Arkansas R ver to
observe the performance of a test area of War-Coat as
manuf actured by G ba-Geigy. The product had been applied to the

downstream waterline area of Gate #1 about 1 year ago. | was
acconpanied by Bill Gay (CESW), Gen Harrison (CESW) and the
applicator of the product who was still at the site painting the

remai nder of the gates with a VZ-108\V-766 system

Qbservati ons:

Conversation with the applicator indicated they had a | ot of
troubl e applying Wear-Coat. They first attenpted to apply it
with brushes and rollers. They could only mx a half batch at a
ti me because of the short cure tine at 38°C 100°F. Their
application required the sinultaneous effort of a worker in each
of ten bays. They later did sonme thinning and were able to apply
it by airless spray. Thickness ranged from 125-1, 100 m crons(5-
43 mls) with many readings in the 500-750 mcron (20-30 ml)
range. It was |earned that they were having a hard tinme keeping
the white netal blast with the difficult application so they
primed the area with VZ-108. The product was hard and only a few
m nor spots of physical damage were noted. There was no
blistering. This area of the damis probably inpacted for only
about 3 nonths of the year. The spillway was above the | ower
pool at the tine of nmy visit.

Concl usi ons:

This product blistered when applied self-prined on
| aboratory panels. Cbviously the VZ-108 has hel ped this problem
but if the objective is to neet restrictive VOC regul ati ons,

vinyl should not be used in the system | question whether the
abrasion is really that bad at this site. The product may
performquite well. The district conplains that vinyl only |asts

about 12 years. They are currently allowing vinyl to be applied
by airless contrary to the specification requirenments. The
contractor nentioned the problem of overspray and cl ose
observation reveal ed a very porous coating due to the dry spray.
It would not surprise ne if this new systemwould al so only | ast
12 years.
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