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“Implementation of Emerging Corrosion Control Technologies at FORSCOM Installations”

Chemical Foam and Vactrax System to Remove Asbestos Coatings, Ft. Lewis  

Principal Investigator:  Mr. Vincent Hock

Requirements for the FY01/02 FORSCOM technology implementation of the chemical foam and Vactrax System to remove asbestos coatings at Ft. Lewis were determined during a site visit (July 2001) by CERL and a contract was awarded to S.C. Crocket and Associates, Inc.  The performance-based specifications will allow implementation of a new spray-on chemical foam, digestion material for asbestos (DMA) and an enclosed vacuum systems combined with a high pressure water tool (VACTRAX). The spray-on chemical digestion system is applied as a foam to the surface of the porous ACM.  The chemicals attack the structure of the chrysotile by separating the magnesia and silica layers and form new inert, non-fibrous minerals.  The VACTRAX system uses a high-pressure water spray to loosen ACM and a vacuum system that removes the waste and water.  The expensive, hazardous and labor-intensive steps of scraping and peeling as well as disposal of the hazardous ACM can be avoided.  The demonstration sites at Ft. Lewis are being evaluated.

