
Technical Service Agreements
Description


Technical Service Agreements (TSAs) are authorities that provide assistance to the private sector by offering technical expertise unique to the Construction Engineering Research Laboratory (CERL), data and results of services rendered and the use of government facilities for the purpose of performing such tasks as the testing of equipment.


Technical service assistance is defined as studies, evaluations, designs, computer and physical modeling and testing, and other engineering and scientific functions for which CERL is uniquely equipped, trained and authorized by law to perform.

Statutory Authority
· 33 USC §2323, Technical Assistance to Private Entities
· 10 USC §2539, Authority to Sell
Purpose


This program is intended to enhance the competitiveness of the United States by making available the specialized engineering, technical and scientific expertise of the United States Army Corps of Engineers at CERL.
Participants
· Corporations

· Partnerships

· Limited partnerships

· Consortia

· Public or private foundations

· Universities

· Nonprofit organizations operating within the U.S.

· Territories or possessions of the U.S.

Procedures
· The firm contacts the CERL ORTA or principal investigators to request technical assistance

· CERL and firm negotiate and execute the requested services

Provisions
· Provided on a nonexclusive basis to the private sector

· Firm must pay CERL in full before services are rendered

· Assistance must not be reasonably and expeditiously available

· Agree to hold and save the United States free from all damages related to the assistance

Benefits
· U.S. industry can utilize laboratory facilities and expertise not readily accessible in the private sector in exchange for funds

· Gives economic benefit back to U.S. taxpayers

· Allows retention of all data to company from technical assistance given by lab

Lab Point of Contact

CERL’s Technology Application POC is Bea Saenz-Shahin, Commercial 217/373-7234; or 
toll-free 800-USA-CERL, extension 7234.  Inquiries may also be sent via e-mail to 
b-shahin@cecer.army.mil or by mail to: CERL, ATTN: CEERD-CV-PP, P.O. Box 9005, Champaign, IL 61826-9005.
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