Partnering For Success


Test and Evaluation Agreements
Description


A Test and Evaluation Agreement (TEA) comes out of an authority that allows DoD laboratories to sell, rent and loan government equipment or materials for use in independent research and development programs.  In addition, the services of any government laboratory, or testing facility are available for testing materials, equipment, models, computer software and other items on a fee for service basis.  The government may not disclose the results of tests performed in government testing facilities without the consent of the persons for whom the tests are performed.

Statutory Authority
· 10 USC §2539, Authority to Sell
Purpose


This program is intended to enhance the competitiveness of the United States by making available the specialized engineering, technical and scientific expertise of the United States Army Corps of Engineers at CERL.
Participants
· Individual

· Partnership

· Corporation

· Association

· State or local agency

· Tribunal government agency

· Any agency or instrumentality of the United States

Procedures
· The firm contacts the CERL ORTA or principal investigators to request technical assistance

· CERL and firm negotiate and execute the requested services

Provisions
· Activities being provided for must be in the interest of national defense

· Assistance must not be reasonably and expeditiously available in the private sector

· Users agree to hold and save CERL free from all damages or liability of any kind related to the services or property provided

Fees and Proceeds:

· Firm must pay CERL in full before services are rendered or property is loaned

· Fees charged shall normally include all direct and indirect costs, however, the laboratory director may exclude all or a portion of the indirect costs if deemed appropriate.

· Fees may not exceed the amount necessary to recoup the direct and indirect costs involved, such as direct costs of utilities, contractor support, and salaries of personnel that are incurred by CERL to provide for the testing.
Benefits
· Gives ability for CERL activities to promote research and development within the commercial sector of the U.S. economy.

· Implementation of authority for testing of materials, equipment, models, computer software and other items is delegated to the laboratory director – this local approval authority speeds implementation.

· Fees for services performed are credited to the activity making the service available.

Lab Point of Contact

CERL’s Technology Application POC is Bea Saenz-Shahin, Commercial 217/373-7234; or 
toll-free 800-USA-CERL, extension 7234.  Inquiries may also be sent via e-mail to 
b-shahin@cecer.army.mil or by mail to: CERL, ATTN: CEERD-CV-PP, P.O. Box 9005, Champaign, IL 61826-9005.
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